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TOWN DEAL BOARD 

 
Notes of the Meeting held on Thursday, 19 November 2020 

5.00p.m. via Zoom 
 

Board Members in Attendance: 

Name: 
 
Craig Moule (Chair) 
Very Revd Peter Atkinson 
Cllr Marc Bayliss 
Sally Ellison MBE 
Cllr Simon Geraghty (Cllr Ken 
Pollock was also present) 
Professor David Green CBE 
Cllr Adrian Gregson 
Cllr Roger Knight 
Cllr Jan Scrine BEM 
Robin Walker 
Nicki Williams 
Laura Worsfold 
 

Representing:  
 
Sanctuary  
Dean of Worcester  
Leader, Worcester City Council 
Worcester Community Action  
Worcestershire County Council  
 
University of Worcester  
Deputy Leader, Worcester City Council  
St Peters Parish Council 
Warndon Parish Council 
Member of Parliament for Worcester 
Heart of Worcestershire College and Worcester BID 
Severn Arts 

Also in Attendance: 
 
David Blake  
Andrew Round  
David Sutton  
 
Julian Pugh 
Oliver Hindle  
 
Simon Donlon 
 

 
 
Managing Director, Worcester City Council  
Corporate Director Place, Worcester City Council 
Deputy Director – Policy and Strategy, Worcester City 
Council 
Democratic Services, Worcester City Council 
West Midlands and South West Cities and Local Growth 
Unit  
Mott MacDonald 

 

Item No. Notes Action 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
David Blake welcomed everyone. Apologies were received from 
Mohammed Iqbal and Victoria Hurst (Mott MacDonald).  
(Mark Stansfeld had hoped to join the meeting later but in the 
event was unable to do so) 
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The notes of the meeting held on 21 October 2020 had been 
previously circulated and were noted. There was one 
amendment - Nicki Williams to be added to the list of attendees.   
 

 

 

JP 
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3. Resident and Business Engagement Update  
 
Andrew Round commented on the two public engagement 
meetings that had taken place recently, highlighting some of the 
key themes and comments arising from each. 
 

 

4. Project Prioritisation 
 
David Sutton explained the assessment criteria that had been 
applied to the 13 proposals on the medium list. The outcome had 
produced a shortlist as follows (in no particular order): 
 

 Shrub Hill Regeneration 

 Community Level Skills and Training Opportunities 

 Active Travel Network Proposals 

 Riverside as a destination 

 Heritage Tourism 

 Severn Centre for Health and Wellbeing 
 
The presentation summarised the key elements of each. All are 
broadly within the overall budget, more precise figures will be 
developed as part of the TIP. All are subject to match funding. 
 
Not recommended for the shortlist were: 

 Townscape and Urban Realm enhancements (Realisable 
benefits not strong) 

 Digital Connectivity (No intervention required) 

 Copenhagen Street Development Proposal (Public realm 
improvements now in Riverside proposal, other aspects 
being pursued outside TIP) 

 Stanley Road Community Centre Proposal (Due to 
balance of investment and impact. Training facilities 
element is included within Skills project) 

 Targeted Bus Route Improvements (No proposals 
submitted, there is a potential County Council capital 
project to enhance 35 route) 

 Highways Improvement Proposals (No proposals 
submitted) 

 
In the ensuing discussion, the following main points were made: 
 

 Robin Walker asked about the Riverside element, and the 
extent to which this supports the purpose of the Towns 
Fund? David Blake advised that this is a lower priority 
project, aimed at improving dwell time and the vibrancy of 
the city centre. Andrew Round added that there is more 
work to be done on shaping this proposal to focus on the 
tourism angle. David Green also commented that this 
project will generate jobs and visitor spend. 

 

 Robin Walker asked if there is an apprenticeship angle to 
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the Severn Centre scheme. Andrew Round explained that 
the Shrub Hill proposal offers the best scope to develop 
this aspect as it covers such a substantial area. 

 

 Robin Walker commented that there is no reference to 
homelessness and support for rough sleepers, which was 
raised at both public engagement sessions. David Blake 
explained that there is an ongoing conversation with 
Jonathan Sutton from St. Paul’s about how to take forward 
these issues. 

 

 It was noted that the Cathedral is referenced in two 
separate projects, and Andrew Round explained that there 
is work still to be done on bringing these more closely 
together. 

 

 Simon Geraghty commented that levelling up through 
retraining and developing new skills should be a key 
focus. David Blake advised that the project list centres on 
capital schemes. There has been a significant amount of 
dialogue involving the City and County Councils, 
University, Colleges and training providers with a view to 
drawing in revenue funding for these purposes. David 
Green confirmed this and highlighted the opportunities 
that the Severn Centre will provide. Traditionally there has 
been a significant uptake by students from disadvantaged 
communities in areas such as nursing and midwifery. 

 

 Andrew Round acknowledged that the voluntary sector 
has a strong role to play in giving people the confidence to 
engage in skills training and learning opportunities. 

 
In conclusion, the Board Members agreed to endorse the 
proposed shortlist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All to note 

5. Next Steps  
 
David Blake summarised as follows: 
 

 A draft of the TIP will be presented at the next meeting on 
16 December 2020. 

 

 Final TIP to be agreed at the Board meeting on 20 
January 2021. 

 

 TIP will then be agreed by the City Council’s Policy & 
Resources Committee and submitted to MHCLG by 29 
January. 
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6. Any Other Business 
 
Peter Atkinson asked whether the sponsors of projects that are 
not being taken forward will be aware of this fact? David Sutton 
explained that there has been ongoing communication with 
community representatives regarding Stanley Road. Many of the 
projects from the medium list that have not made the shortlist are 
City Council led and will be picked up via other strands. Most of 
the first tranche submissions were put forward online and were 
done so without providing any contact details. 
 
Robin Walker suggested that one of the projects could be named 
in memory of the late Cecil Duckworth. 
 

 

 

 

 

All to note 

 

AR/DS 

7. Date of Next Meeting 
 
16 December 2020 at 5p.m. via Zoom. 
 

 
All to note 

 

The meeting closed at 6.05pm 

 
Key: 
 
AR = Andrew Round 
DS = David Sutton 
JP = Julian Pugh 
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